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DETAILED ACTION 

Receipt is acknowledged of the response filed on 8/23/2005, which has been 
entered in the file. Claims 46-95 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims 46, 48-53, 56-67, and 70-95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Combaluzier (WO 95/35534, cited by applicant) in view of Redford et 
al (US 6,327,459 B2). 

Combaluzier teaches a system, method, and computer program including a card 
(3) adapted to be inserted into a card reader/computer device (control housing 1) that 
communicates with another device (an electrical apparatus, for example, radios, 
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electrical communication apparatus with station search, digital telephone networks, bar 
code readers, see page 8, lines 13-21), the card comprising: selectable indicia (14) on a 
surface of the card, a storage device (chip 18) storing data associated with the indicia 
wherein selection of one of the indicia while the card is inserted into the reader causes 
accessing of the corresponding data in the card, the system necessarily includes a card 
customizing apparatus for customizing the card (for example: an apparatus at the place 
of manufacture of the card), the card customizing apparatus comprising a processor for 
handling the first and second information, the processor being configured to write the 
data into the memory of the card (the information is written at the time of manufacture of 
the card), wherein the card storing the data is printed by a writer device connected to 
the card customizing apparatus (the indicium 14 is printed on the card at the time of 
manufacture), wherein the card reader obtains the selected information dependent upon 
selection of the indicium (when the user presses one of the keys 13) and sends the 
second information to the other device, the card reader includes a processor (9) for 
obtaining the data from the storage device on the card (see figures 1 , 2, 5-9, page 3 line 
26 - page 4 line 21, page 5 lines 1-7, page 6 line 14 - page 9 line 27). 

Combaluzier fails to specifically teach the card reader communicating with a 
computer device, storing memory references relating to an external memory device, 
accessing of the memory references causes accessing of corresponding data/service 
stored in the external memory device using the memory reference, wherein the 
computer device receives the selected memory reference from the card via the card 
reader and communicates with the external memory device over a communication 
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network using the selected memory reference to access dependent upon a selected 
indicium the corresponding data, wherein the external memory device is a server, the 
memory references being associated with corresponding web pages, the memory 
references being URL's, the memory references being telephone numbers. 

Redford et al teaches a system and method including a card (publication 1 1 may 
be a card, see column 8 lines 1 1-19 and 49-60) adapted for insertion into a card reader 
(remote control 10) that communicates with a computer device (host device 120, figure 
3A, column 8 lines 20-31), the card comprising a memory (an electronic chip, for 
example, see column 9 lines 59-64) storing memory references (an identification code, 
for example) relating to an external memory device (a server or storage media, see 
column 4 lines 26-32), the memory references being associated with selectable indicia 
(text/graphics, see figure 3A) on a surface of the card, wherein selection of one of the 
indicia while the card is inserted into the reader (remote control 10) causes accessing of 
corresponding data stored in the externalmemory device, wherein accessing the 
memory references causes accessing of corresponding data/services stored in the 
external memory device using the memory reference (the identification code may 
contain an Internet address in the form of a URL, see column 14 lines 41-45) , a 
processor (while the processor is not shown, a processor is necessarily present, in 
order to program the electronic chip on the publication 1 1 at the time of manufacture) 
configured to write the memory references into the storage device of the card, wherein 
the computer device (120) receives the selected memory reference from the card via 
the card reader and communicates with the external memory device over a 
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communication network (see column 4, lines 25-32) using the selected memory 
reference to access the corresponding data/services, wherein the external memory 
device is a server (131, figure 2B), the memory references being associated with 
corresponding web pages (see column 4, lines 25-32), the memory references being 
URL's (see column 4, lines 25-32), the memory references being telephone numbers 
(see column 15, lines 58-67) (also see figures 1, 2A-2C, 3A, column 2 lines 55-59, 
column 3 lines 35-46, 65-67, column 4 lines 1 1-32, column 4 line 64 - column 5 line 8, 
column 8 lines 1-31, 49-60, column 9 lines 59-64, column 14 lines 40-48 and column 15 
lines 58-67). 

In view of Redford et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the system and 
method as taught by Combaluzier, the card reader communicating with a computer 
device, storing memory references relating to an external memory device, accessing of 
the memory references causes accessing of corresponding data/service stored in the 
external memory device using the memory reference, wherein the computer device 
receives the selected memory reference from the card via the card reader and 
communicates with the external memory device over a communication network using 
the selected memory reference to access dependent upon a selected indicium the 
corresponding data, wherein the external memory device is a server, the memory 
references being associated with corresponding web pages, the memory references 
being URL's, the memory references being telephone numbers, in order to allow users 
to access external information without the need to remember or enter an Internet 
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address (see column 4 line 64 - column 5 line 3, of Redford et al). Furthermore, 
accessing an external memory allows for providing a large amount of information to the 
user while using a minimum amount of memory on the card. 

4. Claim 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Combaluzier as modified by Redford et al as applied to claim 46 above, and further in 
view of Masuzawa et al (US 5,015,830, cited by applicant). 

Combaluzier as modified by Redford et al fails to specifically teach the first 
information and the second information being inputted from a keyboard. 

Masuzawa et al teaches the use of a keyboard (21) for inputting data to be 
written to a card (50) (see figures 1, 5, 6, column 1 lines 11-20, and column 5 lines 21- 
30) : 

In view of Masuzawa et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the system as taught 
by Combaluzier as modified by Redford et al, the first information and the second 
information being inputted from a keyboard, in order to utilize a simple and well 
established means/method of entering data to be stored in a card. 

5. Claim 54, 55, 68, and 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Combaluzier as modified by Redford et al and further in view of Cohn 
et al (US 6,308,202 B1 , cited by applicant). 

The teachings of Combaluzier as modified by Redford et al have been discussed 
above. Combaluzier also teaches the card reader having a transparent touch sensitive 
membrane (the keys 13 are made of a touch sensitive membrane) through which a 
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plurality of indicia (14) of an inserted card (3) are visible (see figures 1, 2, 5-9, page 3 
line 26 - page 4 line 21, page 5 lines 1-7, page 6 line 14 - page 9 line 27). 

Combaluzier as modified by Redford et al fails to specifically teach the computer 
device being a set top box having an application to provide a service, the application 
being loaded on the set top box, and a display that displays a web page. 

Cohn et al teaches a control unit (28) that communicates with a computer device 
(22), the control unit sending information to the computer device, the computer device 
receiving the information from the control unit and using the information to obtain a 
service via a communication line/computer network (32, 34, 10) from an external site (a 
site connected to the Internet 10), wherein the computer device is a set top box having 
an application to provide the service, the application being loaded on the set top box, 
the set top box is connected to the Internet (10), a display (24) that displays a web page 
(see figures 1-3, column 3 line 17 - column 4 line 31). 

In view of Cohn et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the system as taught by 
Combaluzier as modified by Redford et al, the computer device being a set top box 
having an application to provide a service, the application being loaded on the set top 
box, and a display that displays a web page, in order to provide the ability to use the 
card reader to control a set-top box, in addition to the computer devices as taught by 
Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al, thereby increasing the 
versatility/functionality of the system. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 8/23/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's assertion that, in Redford et al, "The leaf carries a 
pattern containing an identification code, which can be in the form of a bar code, a 
series of holes or an encoded magnetic stripe." (see pages 4-5 of the response filed on 
8/23/2005), the examiner would also like to note that Redford et al specifically states 
that the identification code may be stored in an electronic chip carried by the leaf 1 1 
(see column 9, lines 59-62. of Redford et al). 

In response to applicant's argument that Redford et al is not seen to disclose or 
suggest that memory references associated with indicia on a surface of a card relate to 
an external memory device; Redford et al is not seen to disclose or suggest that 
selection of one of the indicia causes corresponding data stored in the external memory 
device to be accessed; Redford et al is not seen to disclose or suggest the attendant 
benefits provided by the storage of such memory references (see page 5 of the 
response filed On 8/23/2005); the examiner respectfully disagrees. Redford et al 
teaches, in one example, that touching the content "CHINA AIRLINES" of a card 
generates a remote control signal that instructs a host device to automatically display 
electronic content accessible to the host device through a server or a storage media 
packaged with the insert and inserted into the host device (see column 4, lines 21-32, of 
Redford et al). Thus, in this example, the electronic content associated with the "CHINA 
AIRLINES" indicia on the card is retrieved from either a server coupled to the host or a 
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storage media inserted into the host, when the user selects the "CHINA AIRLINES" 
indicia on the card. In either case, both the server and the storage media can be 
considered an external memory device since they are both external of the card. The 
identification code of the card/leaf is used along with touch location information to 
retrieve specific electronic content from an external memory device. Thus, the 
identification code is an external memory reference that is associated with the indicia on 
the card/leaf. The identification code may include an Internet address in the form of a 
uniform resource locator (see column 14, lines 43-45, of Redford et al), which is clearly 
an external memory reference. In view of Redford et al's teachings, one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention would recognize that the benefit of using external 
memory references is to allow access to a greater amount of electronic content than 
can be stored on the card/leaf itself. Thus, in view of Redford et al's teachings, one or 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated to utilize 
memory references relating to an external memory device, in order to allow the user to 
access a greater amount of electronic content and/or permit the use of a card/leaf with a 
small amount of memory, which would naturally be less expensive than a card/leaf with 
a larger amount of memory. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared J. Fureman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2391. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 am - 4:30 PM M-T, and 
every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jared J. Fu reman 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 

October 20, 2005 



